The Apu Ausangate 


The Apu Ausangate is a snow-capped mountain with a strong symbolism for the 
Cusco population and southern Peru. 


The Ausangate mountain is the fifth highest mountain in Peru, its maximum altitude 
is 6,385 meters above sea level, it is also the highest in the Vilcanota mountain 
range. It is located about 100 kilometers southeast of the city of Cusco. 


Ausangate is a beautiful snowy mountain considered as the main Apu protector of 
the Cusco region, an Apu is an Andean ancestral deity with a strong spirit and with 
an important role in the Andean religion. 


Communities near the Ausangate snow-capped mountain 


The communities that live around the Ausangate mountain are mainly pastoralists 
of llamas and alpacas, this allows them to trade through barter with other 
agricultural communities of lower altitudes, these communities have ancestral 
traditions such as Andean weaving with ancient designs. 


Ancestral traditions near Ausangate 


These high Andean communities have diverse traditions such as ayni, which is the 
reciprocity and search for balance between the existing connections, not only 
between people but also with the world that surrounds them and the links they 
have with the land. 


Part of the reciprocity they have towards nature is the making of offerings to the 
Apu Ausangate for its benevolence, protection and permission to be able to live in 
its Surroundings, as well as to use its waters from the different lagoons that exist 
and that you can visit. 


There is such a high veneration for the Apu Ausangate that Christianity included a 
religious festival in that place called Q'oyllur Rit'i, during this holiday thousands of 
people ascend to the snowy mountain to make offerings and receive blessings 
from snowy Ausangate. 


Live a sub zero experience 


It is possible to take a walk through the snowy Ausangate, enjoy its landscape, see 
wildlife, explore its different lagoons with crystalline waters, as well as take a bath 
in natural hot springs that relax you and eliminate pain, as well as visit communities 
where the inhabitants they wear very colorful traditional costumes. 


